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Phillipa’s talk aimed to briefly outline the challenges of climate change for biodiversity 
and mention some of the significant mismatches in conservation law’s response to the 
climate challenge for biodiversity.  
 
 
 
 
Phillipa first mentioned that climate change is not the only or most significant threat for many species/ecosystems.  
Worldwide, over exploitation, agricultural activity, urban development, invasion and disease, pollution and system 
modification cause greater problems at present. (Maxwell et al, ‘The ravages of guns, nets and bulldozers’ (2006) 
536 Nature 143). Also lack of political will, insufficient funding, human consumption and population trends are  
contributing factors to loss of species. However, Phillipa’s thesis is a specific and proactive effort to identify legal 
challenges and opportunities to assist biodiversity adaptation for the future. Although a lot of conservation action 
happens under national policy and for political reasons, the law plays a critical role with or without climate change.        
Conservation laws help us identify who is responsible for taking conservation action, how it should be done,     
provide a guide for policy making and can be used to hold decision makers to account about things that we value. 
 
Biodiversity is already under pressure and in decline around the world ( Living Planet index found vertebrate    
species have declined 58% since 1970 and freshwater species 70%) and climate change will exacerbate this 
stress with sea– level rise, changes in where and how much rain falls, increases in extreme events and increasing 
temperatures -including thawing and drying alpine regions, changes in flowering, pollination and implications for 
co-evolved interactions. Some species, especially fauna, are able to move but some flora, like long-lived trees are 
more vulnerable and might only survive in climate refugia. There will be a higher number of species threatened 
with extinction or become extinct as conservation budgets are unlikely to sufficiently increase. It is the                   
unprecedented rate of climate change that will mean that most species will not be able to adapt independently in 
time. If we are to assist fauna and flora adapt, existing conservation laws need to change. 
 
At present in Australia we have two components to our conservation laws. First, the species-specific focus on   
protection through the Threatened Species Protection Act 1995, Environment Protection and Biodiversity        
Conservation Act 1997 (EPBC Act). Threatened species and ecological communities are listed and get priority 
funding, research and action to remove threats. This does not include all threatened species or even the most 
threatened because of biases towards charismatic species, especially mammals. 
The second limb is to protect specific parcels of land from development or destruction from World Heritage  to 
State Parks with EPBC Act and Regulations, Nature Conservation Act 2002 and our National Parks and Reserve 
Management Act 2002. While these areas are not always the most ‘at risk’ ecosystems (i.e. those most likely to be 
logged or farmed) the law for protected areas is a really important conservation tool under climate change        
enabling long term management. 

Guest Speaker: Phillipa McCormack,  
PhD candidate at Faculty of Law, UTAS 
 
“Rethinking conservation laws to help biodiversity adapt to climate change.” 

http://www.apstasnorth.org


CSIRO suggests climate stress will be severe by 2030 and extreme by 2070 with many parts of Australia having 
environments which do not currently exist—’no analogue’ and many environments that currently exist will           
disappear. What happens to the species there now? Even now,12% of the world’s threatened plant species are in 
Australia. Also, our topography does not assist being a relatively flat and sparse continent with an average            
elevation only 440m, only 13% over 500m and only 0.01% over 2000m—these are grouped on the eastern        
seaboard also the most threatened area from human development.  
 
 
There is an urgent need to plan for adaptation including addressing barriers to adaptation in conservation laws. 
Our present laws are based on concepts of historical integrity with ‘native’ species existing ‘in situ’ in a stable,  
unchanging state -and trying to restore particular environments to that natural state. New adaption-orientated  
conservation laws will need to accept  that nature is dynamic and climate change will trigger greater ecological 
‘shuffling’. For example, in Tasmania under present laws only Tasmanian native species can be listed as      
threatened and gain funding whereas Tasmania has been identified as a critical climate refuge for many native 
Australian species in the coming decades. Existing translocation policy/law for conservation areas only applies to 
‘within’ state movements and this only applies to flora eg seeds from populations or species that are warm-
adapted or drought tolerant can replace local species no longer thriving whereas  fauna migrating to a new climate 
change niche are not allowed — at present  reserve mangers can be held to account for their compliance with this 
law.  
As the climate changes many species are destined to become extinct without active human intervention—current 
laws do not support encouraging/moving species either into or out of national parks for conservation. Inter situ is 
an emerging concept with no legal status but likely to become more necessary e.g. Orange Bellied Parrots only 
survive through supplementing eggs and constructed nesting boxes and likewise with the 40 Spotted Pardelote. 

 
Independent (species themselves adapting/moving) range shifts will occur but will be out of the question for the 
vast majority of Australian species—lichens, mountain pygmy possums– let alone ecological communities like    
native grasslands, coastal wetlands and cloud forests. Managed relocation is being recognized as a crucial tool 
but at present conservation legislation focuses on preserving biodiversity of species and ecosystems in the       
locations and in which they currently exist. This will be impossible as climate change progresses. Really difficult, 
sometimes no-win decisions will have to be made including what to prioritise when multiple biodiversity values are 
under threat and about when intervention is justified. 
 
The choice is whether we intervene intentionally to do our best to ensure that some of the biodiversity that we 
know and love will make it with us into a climate-changed future. 
 
 
 
Plant of the Month – March 2017             Presented and written by Margaret Killen 
 
 
Bulbines 
 
Bulbine, pronounced BUL-bee-nee, are bright little yellow flowering plants 
which have a tendency to wander around my garden. They are in the     
LILIACEAE (Lily) Family and are soft tufting annual or perennial herbs    
referred to as Leek Lily’s. There are three described species in Tasmania - 
Bulbine bulbosa; B. glauca and B. semibarbata which are found in the 
North, Northeast, East and Southeast. 
 
The flowers are on a spike, each flower has six yellow “petals” with six        
stamens. The lower flowers open first, maturing from the base up the stem.  
Flowering is mostly in spring, summer and into autumn. The fruit is a brown 
globular capsule which holds the angular shaped seeds. 
 
Bulbines are hardy and tolerate a wide range of growing conditions if ample 
water is available. They are suitable for poorly drained soils, heavily shaded 
areas and are frost-hardy.  When established they seed freely in rockeries 
and through the garden but don’t become a pest.                                             
 
Cultivation and propagation can be 
successful from seeds or by division 
of large plants. 

Bulbine glauca ( Photo Australian   

National Botanic Gardens site) 



 
The three described Bulbine species in Tasmania:- 
 
Bulbine bulbosa – a perennial with small tubers.  Leaves are fleshy 1.5 – 8mm wide in a basal tuft. There is one 
flowering stalk with several flowers, the 6 petals are 9-22mm long. It is found in damp sites in the North of         
Tasmania. The name is probably derived from the Latin bulbosus (bulbous) referring to the bulb-shaped tuber  
usually present below the rootstock.  
 
B. glauca – is similar to B. bulbosa but the root-stock is not bulbous.  Leaves are glaucous  
(bluish grey or green) 2 – 10mm wide, often pinkish, succulent, and taper to a pointed tip up to 600mm long. This 
species has 2 or more flower spikes and is found inland and in dunes from the North to the Southeast. 
 
B. semibarbata – is an annual and smaller than B. bulbosa.  Leaves are 1-5mm wide, roots are fibrous and it has 
several to many flower stalks, flower “petals” are 3-7mm long. It also, occurs from the North to the Southeast. 
 
A perennial plant or simply perennial is a plant that lives for more than two years.

 
The term (per- + -ennial, 

“through the years”) is often used to differentiate a plant from shorter-lived annuals and biennials.  The term is also 
widely used to distinguish plants with little or no woody growth from trees and shrubs, which are also technically 
perennials. 
Perennials, especially small flowering plants that grow and bloom over the spring and summer, die back in autumn 
and winter, and then return in the spring from their rootstock, are known as herbaceous perennials or herbaceous 
plants.  However, depending on the demands of local climate, a plant that is a perennial in its native habitat, or in 
a milder garden, may be treated as an annual and planted out every year, from seed, from cuttings or from       
divisions.  

Bulbine glauca in Margaret’s garden showing the 
flowering plants, forming seed pods and after the 
seeds have dispersed. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
References: ( Above Photos by Margaret Killen) 

Wapstra, Mark, Annie & Hans, Tasmanian plant names unravelled. (2010) 
Growlocal – A guide to local native plants suitable for gardens in the Cradle Coast Region (date unknown) 
APSTasmania Inc., Howels C. Tasmania’s Natural Flora (2012) 
Wikipedia – Perennial plants (March 2017) 



18 April Club Night                 

APST Northern Group members were sorry to learn that our scheduled guest speaker, Alan Gray, had a nasty fall 

on Mount Wellington while collecting Eucalyptus specimens for his talk to our Group on “What Eucalypt is that?” 

We wish Alan a speedy recovery and hope to hear his talk and go on a eucalypt excursion at a future time. 

We thank members Janet Hallam (POM), Daphne Longman and Peter Dowde for preparing their excellent      

presentations at very short notice which, along with a tasty supper prepared by Margaret Killen, contributed to a 

most enjoyable evening. 

Australian Medicinal Plants               Presented and written by Daphne Longman  

Most of the information we have on the use of Australian plants for 

Medicinal use has come from the Aboriginal  people or early       

settlers  by word of mouth and is now scattered in various scientific 

journals. For thousands of years aborigines relied on plants to treat 

sickness but they could not explain how their healing powers 

worked. Today we understand many of the chemical properties in 

plants but research still continues. Herbal medicine has some    

impressive credentials. In fact, plant substances remain the basis 

for a very large proportion of medications used today to treat      

hypertension, heart disease, depression, pain, cancer, asthma   

and neurological disorders. 

 

Only in recent years has Aboriginal folk medicine attracted the attention of academics and scientists. To date, the 

healing potential of Australian flora has been largely untapped. Traditional medicines are now being studied and 

their uses documented e.g. Euphorbia hirta used for generations for respiratory complaints and the aborigines 

used the sap to remove warts. The antiseptic oil of the tea tree, Melaleuca alternifolia  has gained widespread  

acceptance. One Australian plants used by the British settlers was the Sydney Peppermint, Eucalyptus piperato. 

The volatile oil, obtained by steam distillation of the foliage was reported to cure cholicky complaints and was the 

first plant sent for use in England.  During the 2nd world War the necessity of locating and developing new 

sources of plant drugs were imperative . This became known as the Phytochemical Survey and many plant      

species were investigated up to 1970’s. 

                                                                                                          

                                      

 

 

Daphne gave examples of  well known plants by grouping them in different medical  

categories. Under narcotics /painkillers come certain species of the Solanaceae family 

like Duboisea hopwoodii  and Nicotiana  excelsior  with leaves containing the alkaloid 

nicotine which was used by the Aborigines as ‘pituri’, a chewed narcotic. Dodonaea 

lancelate and D. viscosa  were used as painkillers for toothache through to snakebites, 

stonefish and stingray wounds! Eremophila fraserii  was a cure for toothache and  

rheumatism and Googinia varia, a sedative to pacify children on long, arduous trips. 

For headaches, colds and fever,  Clematis glycinoides ,Melaleuca hypericifolia , Zieria 

smithii  and Z arborescens  relieve headaches while Dodonaea attenuate foliage     

infusion was sponged on foreheads and body to relieve fever.           

Tonics included Atherosperma moschatum Sassafras, used by both Aborigines and 

early settlers as a gentle laxative, a tonic and diuretic. It was also  used for asthma, 

heart and lung disease but as it contains safrole, a potential carcinogen, it is not      

advisable to use! The roasted stalks of the young  treefern, Cyathea australis, were 

used as a tonic after any kind of disease. 

Duboisia hopwoodia 

Dodonaea viscosa—photo by Roy Skabo 

Eremophila fraserii Z. arborescens 



Tasmannia lanceolata ( pictured right—taken recently by Roy Skabo in the Blue 
Tier) was used as a remedy for scurvy. 

 
Ajuga australis (left from Key toTasmanian 
dicots—Greg Jordan) was used to bathe sores 
and boils while Eucryphia lucida’s aromatic 
resin was reported to be an antiseptic and to 
stop bleeding. The external application of  
Melaluca alternifolia oil as a bacteriostatic and 
germicidal, was used in the treatment of boils, 
abscesses, sores, cuts and abrasions plus gonorrhoea and ringworm! Cassia 
odorata  and Eemophila bignoniiflora  were laxatives and Aborigines made a tea 
of Convolvus erubescens for diarrhoea, indigestion and stomach pains. For 

flatulence and wind, Daphne said the Prostanthera rotundifolia was used as a carminative! 
 
Daphne mentioned quite a few other local native plants like Daviesia latifolia, Goodenia ovata and Pteridium     
esculentum, bracken fern and mentioned the medicinal plant industry producing extracts from native  plants—such 
as Eucalyptus globulus , the Tasmanian Blue Gum which is a source of oil for cough medicines and liniments to 
facilitate  breathing when inhaling. 
 
References: Australian Medicinal Plants E V Lassak & T McCarthy 
                      Magic Medicines of Plants Lorna Wright, Tim Low, Tony Rodd & Rosemary Beresford 
 
 
 
 

Pittosporum undulatum subsp. Xemmettii                     Presented by Peter Dowde 
 
 
Not all Australian plants are worth growing — a lovely native tree which has become a weed. 

 
Pittosporum undulatum ssp. XEmmettii  is a small, evergreen tree 
first discovered on Mount Ramsay ( between Surry Hills and       
Circular Head) in 1874 by Skelton Buckley Emmett (1818-1898). 
Emmett made several exploratory expeditions with Von Mueller in 
the Tasmanian bush.   
Emmett’s original collection had been thought to represent an    
isolated Tasmanian record of Pittosporum undulatum, which grew 
in Victoria, coastal NSW and SE Queensland.  When it was next 
identified in Tasmania (almost a 100 years later in 1973 by           
Naturalists, F Hood and E B Clayton), there were enough          
specimens available for W M Curtis to separate the Tasmanian tree 
as a distinct  subspecies and to honour its discoverer, Emmett. 
 
Pittosporum undulatum ssp. Emmettii  was therefore included into 
The Endemic Flora of Tasmania  beautifully painted by Margaret 
Stones in vol. VI. (photo left) 
 
Since that time, as the X indicates, the tree has been found to be    
a hybrib of the mainland P. undulatum and the Tasmanian              
Pittosporum bicolor  and therefore not an endemic species.  
 
 
 
 

It is an erect tree up to 5m, sparsely branched with a relatively small crown. The leaves are arranged  alternatively 
often clustered towards the ends of the branches, shortly stalked in pseudo- whorls with the margins very slightly 
undulate. It has 2 to 6 strongly scented flowers in terminal clusters in spring—the sepals are deep pinkish, the   
petals twice as long with upper lobes spreading and recurved  capsule. They are creamy-yellow and sometimes 
crimson-veined with outer surfaces crimson flushed. The fruit is interesting: A hard, dull pubescent  with two 
valves, opens flat exposing a polished yellow inner surface and large scarlet seeds cohering in a sticky central 
column.  
 



The native mainland P. undulatum subsp. undulatum (‘undulate’ describing the 
wavy leaf margins) is called Sweet Pittosporum and has been a favourite          
ornamental in Tasmania where it has become an invasive weed. It grows to 10m 
and bears terminal clusters of fragrant, creamy-white flowers in spring. It has   
orange-brown to reddish ovoid capsules and is grown from seed.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Control • Recommended control measures have included the 

identification and selective removal of female trees to prevent spread, as well as careful 
burning, where possible, together with follow-up weeding.                                                                                                                                                                                                 
 
References: Tasmanian Plant Names Unravelled Mark Wapstra, Annie Wapstra, Hans Wapstra    
The Endemic Flora of Tasmania Part VI (W M Curtis)  

 
 

Plant of the Month 18 April 2017               Presented and written by Janet Hallam 

 
In her Plant of the Month presentation, Janet Hallam chose not to reveal her chosen plant  - a beautiful hybrid - 
until she had outlined the story behind its existence. 
The story concerns the Althofer brothers, Michael and Peter, from mid-west of NSW. Their passion for collecting 
and conserving native plants was first inspired in the 1930s after learning of the extinction of many Australian   
native plant species particularly in WA – for them, a shameful occurrence. Their vision culminated in the 1960s 
with the establishment of a 167ha botanic garden  and arboretum on the banks of Lake Burrendong - the          
Burrendong Botanic Garden and Arboretum, which operates to this day. 
 
Here, in the 1980s, workers at the Arboretum noticed a striking hakea plant growing and flowering that they could 
not identify. At first it was thought to be the West Australian species, Hakea crassinervia, long believed to be    
extinct, but which we now know is actually a ssp of Hakea petiolaris .They thought it may have germinated from a 
stray seed in a mixed batch received from WA.                                                        

 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 

- from ANPSA website: B. Walters 

                  Hakea petiolaris  

However their excitement was short-lived after experts           
determined it was a hybrid of Hakea myrtoides and H. 
petiolaris both of which were growing in close proximity in 
the arboretum.                                                                        
In these photos of the parent species, it is easy to see 
their characteristics in the hybrid, pictured left.  
The staff gave the name “Burrendong Beauty”  ( i.e. 
Hakea myrtoides  x H. petiolaris  “Burrendong Beauty”)            
   to this beautiful plant.. 



Hakea ‘Burrendong Beauty’ by Janet Hallam 

 
Recommending it as an adornment to any native garden, Janet highlighted the following useful points: 
 
 

A scrambling shrub, 1.5m high x 2.5 m wide. 
Likes a sunny position. 
Intolerant of humidity. 
Is sterile; produces no fruit. 
Can be readily propagated from cuttings. 
Flowers in April through to end of June. 
A particular favourite with birds and bees. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Photo left from the BBGA web site). 
 
For more information about the Althofer 
brothers and the establishment of the    
Burrendong Botanic Garden and             
Arboretum see: 
 

 
https://www.anbg.gov.au/biography/althofer-peter.html 
 

https://www.anbg.gov.au/biography/althofer-george-w.html 

http://fusion.deakin.edu.au/exhibits/show/nindethana/bibliography-and-endnotes 

For more information about the hybrid:- 

 

http://anpsa.org.au/h-bdong.html 

 

Hakea  mytoides x H.petiolaris “Burrendong Beauty” 
growing in Janet and  Colin Hallam’s garden.growing in 

https://www.anbg.gov.au/biography/althofer-peter.html
https://www.anbg.gov.au/biography/althofer-george-w.html
http://fusion.deakin.edu.au/exhibits/show/nindethana/bibliography-and-endnotes
http://anpsa.org.au/h-bdong.html


 

APST Native Garden at                              

Heritage Forest Garden   

 

ANZAC DAY Planting Bee 

 

 

 

Although a smaller group of APST workers than usual due to our Native     

Garden working bee at HFG falling on ANZAC Day, over a hundred new plants 

were settled into their new home before the rain arrived to water them well. A 

perfect day for planting. 

Herbert and Sally Staubman supplied plants in beautiful condition and also       

generously added a whole lot more—gratis. The day was well organised by 

Daphne and Peter Longman, Suzanne Talbot and Lynne Mockridge to whom 

Sally delivered the plants. 

Pictured (clockwise from top left) Daphne, Margaret Killen and Lynne, Peter, 

Judy Harris and Roy Skabo ( Photographer and also enjoying the planting—

Louise Skabo). 

Note to the editor from Janet Hallam ;  
Of late our Group seems to have had more than its fair share of casualties to various parts of our lower body 
and limbs (pelvis, hips, knees, tendon) with my ankle the latest. This inspired one member from Dilston to 
send me the following:  

              Make sure you do take more care, 
 Rest up your leg and let it repair. 
 A busted limb ain’t too much fun, 

      Counting the days until you can run. 
It sure is a hazard in the APS Club 

 Looking for flowers out in the scrub. 



General Meeting 15 May 2017 
 
Guest Speaker: Distinguished Professor,                 Ja-
mie Kirkpatrick 
Department of Geography and Environmental Studies UTAS 

 
Topic: The propensity to plant natives in gardens  - 
socio-economic and demographic relationships. 
 
 
 
 

The audience was treated to a comprehensive and amusing talk on the various types 
of gardens found in urban Tasmania, and the opinions and motivations of these 
household residents,  
Jamie and colleagues collected statistics, correlated the results and drew  socio–    
economic and demographic conclusions about  property residents and their gardens,  
 
Jamie Kirkpatrick began by describing the family gardens he remembered as he grew 
up in Melbourne. His mother and grandmother loved gardening and had some trees, 
flower beds, lawns, vegetable gardens and fruit trees. It was in the demographic of 
people who had enough money and time to establish, maintain and want to grow their 
own produce in their garden. Lawns were evidently a status symbol imitating the     
expansive lawns and properties of the well off. The family had cats and dogs and few 
native plants as was usual in the 1950’s. ( Left: Jamie and his brother with fruit trees) .  

 
The study from which the following statistics were taken took place a decade ago but it is relevant today although 
native plants are more readily available in commercial nurseries and coming into vogue again. Jamie commented 
that now it is almost shameful to admit to not growing a few natives! Earlier, natives fell out of favour when garden-
ers were led to believe they needed no maintenance and they got a bad name when they grew wild and leggy. 

Shrub, Native, Woodland and ‘Gardenesque’ were the four categories decided upon to which Australian gardens 
roughly conform.                                                                                                                                                                    

The exotic shrub gardens were found on smaller blocks, were negative with tertiary 
education and Australian born and the owners like a range of greens, to look after their 
own garden and have it easy to manage.  

Native garden owners  prefer little maintenance, enjoy privacy and their own space, 
dislike lawns, like trees and find natives morphologically 
interesting. They also think there is a need to encourage 
growing natives. The statistics show these people are    
positive with income but negative with people over 65 and 
negative for rental properties. 

Woodland gardens were positive with tertiary education and 
negative with medium sized or smaller blocks. Woodland 
owners see the bush as part of the garden and they value 

aesthetics of the bush and of gardens. They believe gardens have cultural and educa-
tional aspects, prefer wild, untamed gardens and find satisfaction in hard work.  

Gardenesque people prefer exotics finding natives lack colour appeal, they enjoy    
creating a garden and find working in the garden therapeutic. Owners of complex 
flower gardens are negative with unemployment. Flower and vegetable gardens were found to be positive with 
tertiary education but negative with professional employment. 

Jamie and his associates also listed the common plants grown in the above gardens including the environmental 
weeds. The study found weeds travel from gardens to nearby native bush and vise versa. In determining the    
impact of domestic animals on native biodiversity and native animals on exotic biodiversity, it was found that first,  
native animals help eliminate weeds in the bush and dog packs killing large native herbivores can cause            
environmental weed problems near suburbia and secondly, the native animals and birds happily adapt to exotic 
plants in the gardens. Chooks attract sparrows, starlings, blue wrens, bandicoots, potoroos, rats, snakes and   
raptors! 



The above gardens indicate not much desire to do garden work. The pebble garden, the 
‘ignore plants‘ garden and the controlled, minimal garden and below left, the opposite, 
the ‘enjoy garden work’ property.  

These and other combinations of the main four categories of garden were discussed  
and recognition by the audience led to much amusement. Some suburbs appear fairly 
uniform but different ‘types’ of garden are found in juxtaposition.                                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                
One garden observed was the “non-input” exotic garden 
which is statistically very positive to Australian born     
people, to rental properties  and to older suburbs.             
(Photo left).  

 Another, was the “non-garden” (right) positive to             
unemployment and where few plants survive except those 
whose roots hide under the house foundations—all others 
are mown flat.                                                                                                                                                             

The presence  of trees in a garden is best explained by the percentage of the population with tertiary education 
(positive effect), block size (positive) and the area of hard surface in the garden (negative) (76%) Trees are     
positive with income, house prices and altitude. Likewise for the number of street trees. An analysis /comparison 
of different Australian cities showed Hobart had relatively low numbers of street trees.  

 
In summary, Jamie says, the reality is that the best educated and richest people surround themselves with nature, 
because they can afford it, while the urban poor make do with a view of the sky. He believes that humans may be 
happier and healthier when they're in touch with nature. This is certainly the case with Jamie, who spends much of 
each year measuring nature in the wild with his many undergraduate and postgraduate students. His beloved   
garden has more than 400 plant species; all are endemic to planet Earth, some support or are threatened species, 
and some he eats.  

The books below were written and published by  Prof. Jamie Kirkpatrick and are available from Volume 2          
Bookshop, Launceston and Fullers in Hobart.. 



Plant of the Month 16 May 2017          Presented and written by Daphne Longman 
 
Doryanthes excelsa - the Gymea Lily 
 
Eight years ago Daphne rescued a small, sickly plant in a 4 inch pot—it had a 
few straggly leaves in a rosette –it cost $1. She knew it was a native and after 
reading up about it, planted it where it would a be highly visible feature plant in 
a sunny, well-drained position protected from frosts by overhanging Eucalyptus 
trees. 
 
Yearly, the sword-like leaves grew until they were about 1x1m and Daphne 
waited impatiently for the flower stalk to appear. She tormented the plant    
hoping to stimulate the flower stalk. Last year, after being away, she returned 
home in early winter to find the flower spike had suddenly grown! 
Photos were taken weekly until the full glory of the flower appeared and then 
dried off. It is certainly a spectacular plant. 
Doryanthes  excelsa   is native to NSW occurring along the central coast. The 
leaves are swordlike and approximately 2m long with the flower spike reaching 
6m. height. The terminal flower head is a large cluster of bright red trumpet-like 
flowers each 10cm across and it  blooms during spring and summer. It was a 
magnet for bees, honeyeaters – especially the Tasmanian yellow wattle birds. 
From seed to flower it took 6 to 7 years.( Marion is still waiting after 40 years!) 
The flower spike is damaged by frosts but the foliage is unaffected. It needs 
plenty of room. 
The Aborigines roasted the young stems and made a kind of cake from the 
roasted roots. Fibres from the leaves were used for making brushes or matting. 
Doryanthes palmeri  is also spectacular but has brick-red flowers which appear 
along the 3m high stem. Doryanthes is Greek ‘doratos’ meaning spear, and 
‘anthos’, flower while excelsa  is  from the Latin ‘exselsu’ meaning high or lofty. 
They are the only plants in the genus Doryanthaceae . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Daphne collected the woody seed capsules which were shown to split open on ripening in late summer to release 
the brown, flattened and slightly winged seeds. Members were given seeds to plant—come another 6 to 8 years or 
40? and we may have a stunning lofty flower display too. 

Native Plant Nursery Report                                                    by Sharon Percy 
 
We have had a very busy start to the year, after such a clear out of plants in Spring. Members have been working 
tirelessly over summer to replenish stock for another brilliant and successful Autumn Plant Sale in April. We had 
our official opening of the new Nursery Site at the “Windsor Community Precinct”, with the Mayor of West Tamar 
Council  officiating and members of Council, APS & Windsor Community Garden present with a lovely afternoon 
tea to follow. 
 Members who had housed the Nursery in the past were officially thanked and presented with a token of  our        
appreciation. We have a very supportive group who attend propagating regularly and keep the stock rolling along. 
The new site is working very well with Janet & Colin Hallam working tirelessly and checking the automatic       
watering system regularly to make sure all is okay. A roster will be circulated for members able to relieve the  
Hallams by checking the nursery & sprinklers during the hotter months. This is easier now with the nursery at 
Windsor Community Precinct, conveniently located for most our members Many thanks again to the members for 
their ongoing support, and we look forward to another successful year and Spring Sale in October. 



 

 

 

Northern Group Programme — June to September 2017   

  
  
                    
03  June           Saturday 1:00 pm.     Propagation  APST Nursery, Windsor Park, Riverside 
   
20  June          Tuesday, 7:30 pm.      General Meeting Max Fry Hall. Guest Speaker:                                      
                                                             Greg Jordan ” Proteaceae—a Gondwanan Genus” 
   
27  June           Tuesday 9:30-11:30  Working bee , Native Garden, HFG, Mowbray 
 
  
01  July            Saturday 1:00 pm,      Propagation  APST Nursery, Windsor Park, Riverside 
 
18  July            Tuesday.  7:30 pm.    General Meeting Max Fry Hall. Club Night 
  
25  July            Tuesday   9:30 am.    Working bee, Native Garden, HFG, Mowbray 
  
5    August       Saturday 1:00 pm,      Propagation  APST Nursery, Windsor Park, Riverside 
  
15  August       Tuesday.  7:30 pm.    General Meeting  Max Fry Hall. Club Night 
                                                         
22  August       Tuesday 9:30-11:30   Working bee , Native Garden, HFG, Mowbray 
 
2   Sept.           Saturday 1:00 pm.     Propagation  APST Nursery, Windsor Park, Riverside 
 
19  Sept.          Tuesday, 7:30 pm.     General Meeting Max Fry Hall. Guest Speaker:                                                                                                                                          
                                                             Tim Rudman “Myrtle Rust”. 
 
26  Sept.          Tuesday  9:30-11:30   Working bee, Native Garden, HFG, Mowbray 
 
 

  www.apstasnorth.org   Email: apstasnorth@gmail.com   
  

 
 
Every couple of months have a look at our excellent State APST website maintained by Hobart’s      
Bruce Champion for information and photographs about our Region and reports from all the             
Tasmanian Groups. 
 
Australian Native Plant Society Tasmania Inc. website: 

                                                 http://www.apstas.org.au 

 

http://www.apstasnorth.org

